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t When kings find that the hearts of their subjects are
turned toward them, they are clement, because they
are conscious of their strength, and they are chary of
" the affection of their people, because the affection of
their people is the buhvark of the throne. A mutual
interchange of good-will then takes place between the
prince and the people, which resembles the gracious
intercourse of domestic society. The subjects may
murmur at the sovereign's decree, but they are
grieved to displease him ; and the sovereign chastises
his subjects with the light hand of parental affection.
But when once the spell of royalty is broken in the
tumult of revolution ; when successive monarchs
have crossed the throne, so as alternately to display
to the people the weakness of their right and the
harshness of their power, the sovereign is no longer
regarded by any as the Father of the State, and he
is feared by all as its masier. If he be weak, he is
t despised ; if he be strong, he is detested. He is
himself full of animosity and alarm ; he finds that he
is as a stranger in his own country, and he treats his
subjects like conquered enemies. . . .
While the nobles enjoyed their power, and indeed
long after that power was lost, the honour of aristo-
cracy conferred an extraordinary degree of force upon
their personal opposition. They afforded instances of
men who, notwithstanding their weakness, still enter-
tained a high opinion of their personal value, and
dared to cope single-handed with the efforts of the
public authority. But at the present day, \\hen all
ranks are more and more confounded, when the
individual disappears in the throng, and is easily lost
in the midst of a common obscurity, when the honour
of monarchy has almost lost its empire without being
succeeded by public virtue, and when nothing can
enable man to rise above himself, who shall say at what